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cellar four years ago (which is reported on immediately below). Fine and high class juice. 2012-
2025. 92.  
Godmé Père et Fils Blanc de Noirs Brut NV (Released May 2008) 
 The Godmé Père et Fils Blanc de Noirs has aged beautifully and is just now entering into 
its plateau of peak maturity. The bouquet has blossomed into a very complex and classy mélange 
of apples, tart pears, rye toast, caraway seed, chalky soil tones and a touch of smokiness in the 
upper register. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied, crisp and wide open, with a fine core 
of fruit, utterly refined mousse, excellent focus and balance and a very long, zesty and soil-driven 
finish. This is decidedly more giving in the mid-palate than it was upon release and is a superb 
glass of bubbly today, but which shows no signs of slowing down any time soon. 2012-2025. 93.  
Michel Loriot Blanc de Noirs “Brut Réserve” NV  
 Michel Loriot’s non-vintage Blanc de Noirs is comprised entirely of pinot meunier, and is 
a young, but lovely wine in the making. The deep and youthfully vibrant nose jumps from the 
glass in a mélange of white peach, beautifully refined soil tones, a hint of passion fruit, warm 
bread, gentle smokiness and the very gently musky floral tones of pinot meunier. On the palate 
the wine is deep, full-bodied and beautifully light on its feet, with fine mid-palate depth, frothy 
mousse, crisp acids and lovely focus and grip on the perfectly balanced and elegant finish. This is 
a lovely wine in the making, and while it is delicious today, a couple of years in the cellar will 
really pay dividends. 2012-2025. 91+.   
Thierry Massin Blanc de Noirs “Brut Sélection” NV  
 I am really starting to ask myself why I do not have significantly more wines from this 
outstanding producer in the Côte des Bar in my own cellar, as each year the Massin wines I taste 
for this report are amongst the stars of their respective categories. The new release of the Massin 
Blanc de Noirs is stellar, soaring from the glass in a very vibrant aromatic mélange of apple, 
orange zest, very complex minerality, bread dough and spring flowers. On the palate the wine is 
deep, full-bodied and beautifully balanced, with outstanding focus, utterly refined mousse, crisp 
acids and simply superb length and grip on the zesty and dancing finish. One has to remember 
that the great band of Kimmeridgian limestone that defines the grand crus of Chablis and the 
hauntingly chalky soils of the Monts Damnés in Sancerre resurfaces as well in the Côte des Bar 
section of Champagne, and this Chablis-like minerality is very much in evidence in this lovely 
new release from Monsieur Massin. 2012-2022+. 92. 
Pierre Paillard Blanc de Noirs “Acte 1” Grand Cru Brut NV (Bouzy) 
 Like all of the Pierre Paillard bubblies that I sampled, the underlying base wine here is 
excellent, and the mousse here seems a bit more sophisticated than in some of the bottlings I 
tasted from this grower. The deep, refined and youthful nose offers up scents of green apple, 
quince, sourdough bread, lovely minerality and a topnote of orange peel. On the palate the wine 
is deep, full-bodied and youthfully snappy, with an excellent core, very respectable mousse, fine 
focus and a very long, minerally and slightly yeasty finish. This is a very young wine that shows 
off fine length and grip on the backend and should be lovely with a year or two more in the 
cellar. 2013-2025. 90.     
 
Non-Vintage Brut 
Ayala “Brut Majeur” NV 
 The new release of Brut Majeur is a lovely wine, with admirable complexity on both the 
nose and palate, but this current release seems just a touch shorter on the finish than last year’s 
version. The deep and classy nose wafts from the glass in a vibrant mix of apple, wheat toast, 
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2002 Pascal Douquet Grand Cru Brut Millésime (Mesnil sur Oger) 
 The 2002 vintage bottling from Mesnil sur Oger from Pascal Douquet is already starting 
to show signs of decline (if my bottle is representative) on both the nose and palate, offering up a 
bouquet of fallen apples, nutskin, pastry dough, leesy tones and a bit of chalky soil. On the palate 
the wine is deep, full-bodied and quite dulled from leesiness, with sound acids and a short, 
slightly coarse finish. The bubbles here are not particularly refined, but it is more the overt signs 
of oxidation on the nose and flavor profile here that are the most troubling, as this simply should 
not be in a ten year-old bottle of bubbly. This is still drinkable, but if the sample is 
representative, then drinking this wine sooner, rather than later, is advisable. 2012-2018. 86.   
2002 Thierry Massin Brut Millésime 
 The 2002 Thierry Massin Brut Millésime is a youthful and very refined example of the 
vintage, wafting from the glass in a vibrant nose of pear, lemon zest, chalky soil tones, bread 
dough and spring flowers. On the palate the wine is full-bodied, snappy and still quite tightly-
knit, with a good core of fruit, frothy mousse, brisk acids and very good length and grip on the 
focused and still young and slightly bitter finish. This still needs a few years in the cellar to 
soften up a bit structurally, and today it is still a little on the young side for primetime drinking. 
But, a little patience should result in a very tasty glass of wine. 2014-2030. 90.   
2002 Bruno Paillard “Brut Assemblage”  
 The 2002 Bruno Paillard “Brut Assemblage” is one of the later releases from the ripe and 
superb 2002 vintage and the wine was really showing beautifully at my tastings here in New 
York. The deep, complex and toasty nose jumps from the glass in a mélange of apple, a touch of 
fresh apricot, lovely soil tones, warm bread and a subtle topnote of pastry cream. On the palate 
the wine is deep, full-bodied and just beginning to show some secondary development on the 
attack, with a fine core of fruit, brisk acids, elegant mousse, excellent focus and grip and 
outstanding mineral drive on the very long and classy finish. This is a superb bottle in the 
making that is very accessible already, but possesses the focus and spine of acidity to carry it far 
into the future and this wine will probably not be at its apogee until around 2018 or so. Superb 
juice.  2012-2030. 93.  
2002 Pierre Paillard Grand Cru Brut Millésime (Bouzy) 
 Like all of the Pierre Paillard wines that I tasted for this report, the 2002 Brut Millésime 
possesses outstanding complexity on both the nose and palate, and the only character flaw I find 
in this superb wine is that the mousse is just a bit coarse. But, in terms of aromatic and flavor 
complexity, there is an awful lot to like here in this fine example of the 2002 vintage. The deep 
and very classy bouquet offers up scents of apple, tangerine, brioche, a lovely base of complex 
soil tones, orange zest and a hint of citrus blossoms. On the palate the wine is complex, full-
bodied and beautifully focused, with a fine core of fruit, crisp acids and truly exceptional length 
and grip on the finish. If the bubbles were just a bit more refined, this would really rate highly 
for me, but I have to keep the score down a little for the slightly less than outstanding mousse. 
For fans of grower Champagne that weigh complexity over the refinement of the mousse,  please 
add three points to my score, because this wine is certainly deep, long and magically complex. 
2012-2025+. 90+.  
2002 Franck Pascal “Equilibré” Cuvée Préstige Brut 
 Surprisingly, the 2002 Equilibré from Franck Pascal was my least favorite of the three 
wines that I tasted for him recently, as it seemed just a touch “dulled” to me on the palate from 
yeast autolysis tones. The nose is quite ripe and promising, offering up scents of apple, pear, 
bread dough, dusty limestone soil, orange zest and leesy tones. On the palate the wine is deep, 

	  


